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HIS HEART 
Once again, Christmas was about packing 

suitcases instead of just wrapping presents. 

We spent New Year’s Eve in the Philippines in 

preparation for the church planter training 

retreat. Pastors from other area churches 

were also invited, making this the largest 

group that we have trained. Joy met with the 

worker’s wives, and gave out candy donated 

by Shades Mountain Independent Church. 

Rachel taught on grief and loss. Our workers 

have seen a lot of loss in their typhoon relief 

efforts around Tocloban. I was sick  during the 

training. God was gracious to help me finish 

teaching in spite of fever, rumble gut and 

almost no voice. One pastor said, “I was 

always so confused in my study about End 

Times. This training was so simple, and the 

Bible teaching so clear; I am confident that I 

can now teach this to my people.” God 

strengthens our feet to obey when we have 

His work at heart. 

OUR FEET 

One relief expedition is an adventure. Two 

trips is sacrifice. Three trips is total surrender. 

Mountain Brook Community Church in 

Birmingham provided over $18,000 for 

typhoon relief to help the devastated 

churches around Tacloban and Letye. Our 

church planting team, exhausted after a third 

trip to bring food and building materials to 

the typhoon-ravaged area, still rejoiced, 

 “To God be the glory… for giving us the 

privilege of serving Him and the people who 

are in such hardship. As we left,  Tacloban 

and Leyte were in the middle of yet another 

typhoon.”   

We are thankful that at least some homes and 

churches had new roofs over their heads as 

this storm hit.  

One area in Tacloban was also impacted by 

the outpouring of your love and care for them 

through our church planting team:  

“The people of a barangay near Tacloban.. 

are very open now to the gospel because we 

helped them cut coconut trees into lumber to 

rebuild their homes. They now want us to 

come and start a church among them.”  

When we realize how much God sacrificed to 

love us, it is not hard to serve Him, and those 

He loves. That kind of love opens hearts to 

Christ! 

At Shades Mountain Christian School, hearts 

are opening to the work of missions as well. 

The SMCS Eagles are almost ready to launch 

EagleFlight ’14, their first Spring break 

missions trip to the Philippines. This is part of 

a larger effort to make SMCS a mission 

minded school, and to prepare these students 

to love God and serve people.  

Our 15 year old Ruth will be on this first team, 

and will help the team in their cultural 

orientation to her birth country. Pray for 

them as they learn to connect God’s heart 

with their feet in a Vacation Bible School 

outreach in three of our church plant areas. 

God has taught us to love Him by serving the 

people in front of us. By His grace, this life 

message is being passed to our spiritual and 

physical children. Thank you for loving God 

and leaving your footprints on hearts in the 

Philippines by your prayers and financial 

support.  
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 Praise God for grace to train church planters in 

the New Year’s training retreat in spite of illness. 

 Praise God for relief funds, safety in travel, and 

church planting opportunities for the typhoon 

devastated region of Tocloban and Leyte. 

 Praise God SMCS is helping students get a heart 

for missions by promoting a missions trip to the 

Philippines. 

 Pray that God will provide $2000/month of new 

financial support for the Church Planting Institute 

this year. 

 Pray for wisdom and resources to follow up 

church planting opportunities in the typhoon 

damaged region. 

 Pray that teens serving on the missions team will 

have unity, safety and effectiveness, March 20-30. 
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